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780 HARVARD LAW REVIEW 

Constitutional Law — Separation of Powers — Delegation — Stare 
Decisis. — A Texas statute punished as a crime the operation of pool rooms 
in any district that voted to prohibit them. This statute had been held uncon- 
stitutional by the Texas Supreme Court, contrary to a prior decision of the 
co-ordinate Court of Criminal Appeals. Cf. Ex parte Mitchell, 177 S. W. 953, with 
Ex parte Francis, 72 Tex. Cr. R. 304, 165 S. W. 147. The question of the con- 
stitutionality of the statute is now brought once more to the Court of Criminal 
Appeals. Held, that the statute is constitutional. Ex parte Mode, 180 S. W. 708. 

The constitutionality of liquor local option laws is now well settled. See Joyce, 
Intoxicating Liquors, §§ 368, 371. Most courts have rested their decision 
on the ground that the statutes are not a delegation of legislative power but are 
laws to take effect on a contingency. Locke's Appeal, 72 Pa. St. 491; People 
v. McBride, 234 111. 146, 84 N. E. 865. However, as the voters pass on exactly 
the same question as the legislature and relieve it of responsibility, it is submitted 
that such a statute is in fact a delegation, and the same courts have so decided in 
case the referendum is to the voters of an entire state. State v. Hayes, 61 N. H. 
264; Opinion of the Justices, 160 Mass. 586, 36 N. E. 488. Contra, State v. Frear , 
142 Wis. 320, 125 N. W. 961. The law is better justified as a delegation within 
the field of those local regulations which it is proper for the legislature to 
delegate. Commonwealth v. Bennett, 108 Mass. 27. Cf. Feek v. Township Board 
of Bloomingdale, 82 Mich. 393, 47 N. W. 37. See Cooley, Constitutional 
Limitations, 7 ed., 173, 174; 19 Harv. L. Rev. 203. This argument applies 
even more emphatically to pool rooms than to liquor establishments, as the 
former are everywhere recognized as a proper subject of local control. City of 
Burlingame v. Thompson, 74 Kan. 393, 86 Pac. 449; Cole v. Village ofCnlbert- 
son, 86 Neb. 160, 125 N. W. 287. Hence, the Court of Criminal Appeals was 
justified in treating the statute as constitutional unless it was precluded from 
so doing by the decision of the Supreme Court. Prior to this decision, the Su- 
preme Court had held itself bound by the decisions of the Court of Criminal 
Appeal on criminal matters. Green v. Southard, 94 Tex. 470, 61 S. W. 705; 
Commissioners' Court v. Beall, 98 Tex. 104, 81 S. W. 526. To have continued 
such a course would have avoided the absurd anomaly of two conflicting laws 
in a single state which has now resulted from treating the question of what 
decision is binding as one, not of subject matter, but solely of the court where 
the action is brought. However, as the question in the principal case was one 
of criminal law, the Court of Criminal Appeals properly disregarded the 
decision of the Supreme Court and followed their former holding. 

Corporations — Dissolution — Devolution of Property on Disso- 
lution: Choses in Action. — After the expiration of the charter of a corpora- 
tion, the business was continued by the single stockholder in the corporate name. 
By statute an expired corporation continued in existence for an indefinite period 
for the sole purpose of winding up its business. (1915, Ky. Stat., § 561.) 
After the dissolution certain deposits which were held by foreign banks in the 
name of the corporation were assessed for taxation both at the corporate home 
and at the domicile of the stockholder. Held, that the tax should be collected 
at the stockholder's domicile. Ewald's Executor v. City of Louisville, 181 S. W. 
1095 (Ky.). 

By the old common law rule debts due a corporation were extinguished by 
its dissolution. 1 Bl. Comm. 484; Bank of Mississippi v. Duncan, 56 Miss. 
166. Later the rule in regard to personalty, that it reverts to the Crown as 
bona vacantia, was extended to apply to the debts of an extinct corporation. In 
re Higginson and Dean, [1899] 1 Q. B. 325. See 19 Harv. L. Rev. 610. The hard- 
ship of such a rule is now largely obviated by statutes authorizing the courts 
to dispose of the assets of the corporation, usually by the appointment of re- 
ceivers. But in our courts, even in the absence of a statute, equity, apparently 



